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Some definitions

• Open-Access:
• Budapester Initiative (very wide definition): „The public good *…+ is 

the world-wide electronic distribution of the peer-reviewed journal 
literature and completely free and unrestricted access to it by all 
scientists, scholars, teachers, students, and other curious minds. 
Removing access barriers to this literature will accelerate research, 
enrich education, share the learning of the rich with the poor and 
the poor with the rich, make this literature as useful as it can be, 
and lay the foundation for uniting humanity in a common 
intellectual conversation and quest for knowledge. For various 
reasons, this kind of free and unrestricted online availability, 
which we will call open access, has so far been limited to 
small portions of the journal literature. “

• In daily usage, the definition often is in a much narrower way
just meaning the access free of cost for the reader to 
scientific journal articles.
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Definitions #2

• Golden Road:
primary publication of scholarly and scientific articles in Open Access journals. (In 

principle, it also refers to the OA publication of other original contributions 
such as monographs, collective volumes etc.) Typically, these texts go 
through a quality assurance process – usually peer review or editorial review. 
As a rule, the author enters into a publishing agreement with the publishers 
which sets out the rights of use which the author grants to the publishers and 
the conditions of re-use of the openly accessible documents.

• Green Road:
self-archiving of digital documents in an openly accessible institutional or subject 

based server either in parallel with or after publication in a toll-access journal 
etc. or retrospectively. Self-archived texts mainly include preprints and 
postprints. However, archive content also comprises monographs, research 
reports, conference proceedings etc. 

• A preprint is the version of the manuscript which the author 
submits for consideration to a journal etc. In other words, 
the preprint has not yet been peer-reviewed and 
recommended for publication.
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Arguments in Favour of OA

• Increased visibility and higher citation rates
• Fast, toll-free access to information
• Good findability via search engines and reference services
• All the benefits of digital documents
• Improved information supply and a way out of the serials crisis
• Promotes international and inter-disciplinary cooperation
• Greater research efficiency through early discussion of findings
• Authors retain exploitation rights
• Long-term document availability
• Benefits in networked, IT-supported work environments
• Early establishment of priority
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Arguments in Favour #2

• Ensuring of the copyright by the author(s)
• Speed up the publication process
• Variety of references
• Number of citations (Impact)
• Costs
• Establishment of the priority
• Influence on patents pending
• Sustainability
• Possibility of the whole information 

(animations in articles etc.)
• Long time availability
• Reuse in collages

July 7th, 2011
Heraeus Summerschool at Jacobs University in 

Bremen,  July 2011
6

So
u

rc
e:

 „
 E

lf
 A

rg
u

m
en

te
 f

ü
r 

O
p

en
 A

cc
es

s“
 E

.R
. H

ilf
, T

. S
ev

er
ie

n
s 

(2
0

0
4

)



Arguments in Favour #3

• To keep complicated things short:

– Sooner or later the funding institutions will run 
out of their budget for paying the licences to the 
publishers... So why not starting OA now?
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Increasing prices for periodicals from 
2004 until 2008 in % by field
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Reservations about OA

• Reservations about quality control
• Findability issues
• Long-term storage of digital documents
• Reservations about authenticity of documents
• Legal concerns
• Financeability of the author-pays model
• Concerns regarding allocation of publishing funds and 

conflicts of interest
• Worries that self-archiving is time consuming 
• Open Access: a challenge to non-profit publishers
• Impossibility of selecting target groups for information
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Impact compared OA vs. Non-OA
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Repositories (Green Road)

• Institutional:

– Often run and hosted by the library

– Coupled with the research documentation, so a 
collection of references. Can include also:

• Golden-Road OA-publications

• Journal publications with restrictions on OA-
republishing (non-OA publications)

• Subject specific repositories:

– e.g. arXiv.org
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How serious is Open Access?
Certificates!



Why a Certification for Repositories?
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Why a Certification for Repositories? #2
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The DINI Certificate: An overview

(Institutional) Repository as
• Infrastructure (technical and organisational)
• Essential part of the (local) information supply
• Publication platform for primary and in parallel (authors copy) 

publications
• „Showcase“
• Service („publication service“) 
• Basis for comprehensive services (via interfaces (API))

What is the DINI certificate? 
• Catalogue of criteria for minimum requirements plus recommendations
• Seal of quality, giving some comparability of services for users, operators 

and funders
• Strategic statement within the institution and within the discipline
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The DINI Certificate: An overview #2
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History

• Electronic Publishing in Universities – Recommendations (2002)

• Technical and semantical implementation of the OAI interface (2003, 2005)

• DINI certificate on document and publication servers (2004)

• DINI certificate on document and publication services (2007)

Goals of the Certificate 

• Standardisation
– Publication servers (functionality)

– Publication services (supply of services)

• Interoperability
– Interfaces, visibility, networking

• Sustainability
– Embedding, quality management, cooperation

• Further development of the services
– recommendations



The DINI Certificate: An overview #3
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Criteria

1. Visibility of the Service

2. Policy

3. Support of Authors and Publishers

4. Legal Aspects

5. Information Security

6. Indexing and Interfaces

7. Access statistics

8. Long-Term Availability



Global visibility: OAN als Gateway
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Which Rights do I keep on my own 
Publication?
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The „RoMEO-Colours“
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Sherpa-RoMEO
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IUWIS: Infrastrukture on Copyright for 
Research and Education
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Coalition for Action “Copyright for 
Education and Research”
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Thank you for your attention! 
Questions? Questions!

Thomas Severiens

severiens@isn-oldenburg.de


